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Minutes of a meeting of the Finance Committee of Llandybie Community 

Council held at the Council offices , High street, Llandybie and on Microsoft 

Teams on Thursday, 15th of February, 2024 at 6.30 p.m. 

 

Present   

Councillors P.H. Roberts D. Thomas E. Davies 

 R. A. Davies Mrs C. Thomas  

Apologies 

 

Absent 

D. Hopkins 

 

I. Rh. Llewelyn 

Mrs K.D.L Davies  

    

 

397. 

Declaration of Interest 

 

Cllr P. H. Roberts declared an interest on item 398 regarding a grant application for 

Penygroes Welfare Hall. 

 

Cllr E. Davies declared an interest on item 398 regarding a grant application for Menter 

Dinefwr. 

 

398. 

Applications for Financial Assistance 

 

The Clerk distributed detailed copies of the spreadsheet that summarised the 

applications received from community organisations. A list of application were 

discussed and the following decisions of note were discussed on applications were 

awards were not in total agreement and fell short of criteria. 

 

It was felt as a consensus that the Urdd ‘Fund for all’ appeal application was an all 

Wales appeal on not of sufficient local focus and therefore was not awarded. 

 

The application from Llandybie Social and Athletic Club it was felt as a consensus 

was a business and although trustees worked without renumeration it fell outside the 

volunteer run organisation, charity run, social enterprise and community intertest 

company stipulation of the award. 

 

The Urdd Eisteddfod Maldwyn 2024 was not awarded in terms of the lack of local 

focus on where the local precept payers money would be spent. 

 

The Cancer Information and Support Services in South West Wales was not awarded 

due to the non-local focus of the on where the local precept payers money would be 

spent. 

 

The application for Y Llofwr was not awarded due to the fact that after repeated request 

accounts were not forthcoming. 
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The award request from Ysgol Llandybie was turned down due to the fact that after 

repeated requests no acceptable letter from a school extra curriculum pupil …. Was 

received along with no evidence of where the fund would be deposited. 

 

After much debate the award to Ammanford Netball Club was turned down as 

members felt there was a lack of Llandybie Community focus on what was an 

application from a club in the Ammanford Town area. 

 

A special award was made to Penygroes Welfare Hall of £4,000 which was a 50% 

intervention towards the cost of a new boiler which was key to keeping the hall open 

as a key community hub for precept paying residents in Penygroes. It was debated and 

decided that this was in line with a president that been set for special awards to other  

community halls in the past. 

 

Cllr P. H. Roberts who had declared an interest outlined that Penygroes Welfare Hall 

had exhausted all other grant avenues but had been successful in the past in attracting 

‘green grants’ for more sustainable energy and energy saving such LED Lighting, new 

energy efficient windows and Solar Power Panels.  

 

Discussion was had regarding future applications from similar community hubs and it 

was recognised by members that Llandybie Memorial Hall, Saron Hall, Caerbryn Hall 

and Penygroes Welfare Hall were examples of key community benefit organisations 

run by volunteers. 

 

Cllr E. Davies intervened to say that he felt that better ‘working together initiative’  

could be entered into with these identified organisations to realise a forward planning 

relationship where the need for support within the remit of the grant could identified 

as an ongoing asset management plan.  

 

It was agreed that the Clerk consider this and include it as an agenda item at the next 

Ordinary Meeting. 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk include it as an agenda item at the next Ordinary Meeting 

a formal statement to be adopted by the Council on award criteria to include reference 

to volunteer run organisation, charity run, social enterprise and community intertest 

company in the stipulation of the criteria of the grant award. This was to make a clear 

differentiation between these and a formal ‘business’ or ‘Commercial club or society’. 

 

A summary of the decisions on award allocations are as follows; 
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 It was agreed that the Clerk present these awards for ratification at the next Ordinary 

Meeting on Tuesday 27th of February 2024. 

 

399. 

 

Discussion of Signatory Changes and Online Banking Arrangements.  

 

The Clerk confirmed that the Council was now fully online in terms of its ability to 

make payments and transactions digitally and online. The three signatories were now 

Cllr E. Davies, Cllr K. D. L. Davies and Cllr S. Roberts. The Clerk further confirmed 

that payment schedules were being made weekly with emails pre notifying the 

signatories of the transactions were being sent out and his actions were then authorised 

through the online account by at least two of the three signatories. 

 

340. 

Update of External Audit for 2023/24. 

 

The Clerk confirmed all questions were answered in the latest email from the Welsh 

Audit Office and he was expecting further notification and updates to report to the 

upcoming Ordinary Meeting 

 

 

341. 

 

To agree Budget for 2024/25. 
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Cllr R. A. Davies welcomed the budget but asked if the repair of the Cilyrychen Clock 

had been considered, the Clerk confirmed that this was recognised in the Community 

Budget. 
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Cllr E. Davies asked if the monies in the savings accounts could be best served in a 

fixed deposit account to give a better return for the public purse, Cllr R. A. Davies 

concurred but that this be considered carefully and a cap be put on the invested amount 

that this be ratified by full council. The Clerk asked that given that Cllr E. Davies had 

a professional knowledge in the finance and investment area that he meet to discuss 

the matter with Cllr E. Davies separately to the meeting to discuss advice and options 

to put to full council. 

 

I was agreed that this be put as an agenda item at the next Ordinary Meeting for full 

council ratification. 

 

Cllr Eifion Davies concurred with the Chair Cllr C. Thomas that the Clerk had worked 

in an exemplary manner in compiling the budget and in explaining the detail. Cllr E. 

Davies wanted it noted in the minutes that the Clerk except the committees thanks for 

the professional diligence he has shown in preparing the budget. 

 

342. 

As there was no further business to discuss, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 

7.28 p.m.   


